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* Atrue Relation of an impoſition layed by thi. 
late King upon the manufaGures of Gold and Sil. 


ver Wyer to be uſed inthe making of Gold and $ il | 
ver thred, &-c. which was woted by the Grani 
Committee of Parliament to be a monopoly.” ' 


E<X2Dlnce the comming of King Jawes tothe Crowr 
EB. J the wearing of Gold and Silver Lace in Ernglar 
Þ\ JS hath been much encreaſed, by reaſon wherec + 
CS /S22549. the number of Gold Wyer- drawers in ar + 
SWEAR about the City of Lordox, to fit and prepal 
Gold and Silyer thred for the making thereof, have mult! 
lyed alſo; which were not incorporated into one Societ) _ | 
ir promilnodty joyned to ſeveral other Societies of th 
ſaid City 3 By reaſon whereof, they had no Charter t9 enab; | 
them to regulate the faid Trade among themſelves, nor | 
ſuppreſſe any others from exerciiing the ſame, who nev. 
ſerved as Apprentices thereunto 3 for want whereof mar ,,,, 
of other profeſſions betcoke themſelves unto tize workis / 
and making of the ſaid manufaQures, as well as thoſe who 
_ proper Trace it was; and fo became ſharers in the bs 


iy. 


thereof, to the great diſcontent of the ſaid Gold-Wye 

_ drawers; which perſons ſo intruding they called Interlapet 

For the ſuppreſſing of whom, many of the chiefe of the ſag | 

Cold-wyer-drawers, applyed themſclves to one 4fr.Tomks | 

and 41r. Leak; Sollicitors, and Sergeant Whitfieldof Coung 
tothe then Lord of He/and, to procure the ſaid Lord, 
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rs _. 
mediate with. the Xizg. to make them a Corporation, and 
after many conſyltations.had to that purpoſe, they came to 

10 agreement ; and in purſuance thereof, and for the better 


:ﬀeCting of their deſires, they ſubſcribed a Petition to the | 


ate Kizg Charies, and procured it to be delivered by Sir 
 Kaipb Freeman.one of the Maſters of the Requeſts, in Aprz!, 


1635: In which Petition they pray, That they, and ſuch others 


is bave ſerved in the ſaid 4rts or Trades, or ſuch as your Petitio- 


ters ſhall deeme fit to uſe the ſame, and oxe.or two Finers that may © 


Fre Gold and Silver, to be uſed in the aforeſaid Trades,with a'non 
. tbſtante, the Statute of .4 Hen. 5th. or a»y other Statute. or 

Yroclamation may be incorporated into a body Politique, confi- 
ling of a Maſter, two Wardens,twelve A(ſiſtants,aud Commonalty, 


ud thereby have power, to bring all the parties of the ſaid Arts 
, 'nd Trades into order, and Purchaſe an Hall for their Company, 
. 'ind make Orders and by Laws for the better regulating and gover- 


ng of the ſaid Company,and raiſing of the money: to be reſerved 


 p bis Majeſty, his Heirs and Succeſſors by their Charter, and for 
; [U cad charges for driving and maintainins their Ti rader, 

_ nd thet no Gold or Silver thred, or Copper Gold and Silver thred 
 #ay be put to ſale, wnleſſe it be ſealed with the ſeal of the ſaid 
ompany, and to have ſuch liberties and priviledges as may ad- 

© 1ance the Trades, And that Corporation for his Majeſties grace 
. 1d goedneſſeto them, in continuing their Traaes,and reducing the 
ye to Government 5, humbly offer to render and pay to his Ma- 
ty, his Heirs and Succeſſors for ever,0One thouſand pounas yearly, 
roms Michaelmas then next, and for and towards the proviſion 
- »d importation of ſuch Zull:ien and Species, as the members of 
be ſaid Corporation ſhall uſe in the ſaid manufaiture, won'd alſo 

. #9 wnto bis Majeſty, his Heirs and Succeſſors, two pence for every 
_ : ence of the ſaid Bulloign and foraign Species, which ſhould be uſed 


, \ them in the ſaid Trades, over and above the currant price of the 
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lerchants, &c.\ And that bis Majeſty would be pleaſed to publiſh 


_ 3 Roya# Proclamation, thereby declaring bis Royal will and _ 
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(3) _ 
ſure to be,that no perſon or perſons whatſoever within his Majeſties - 
' Kingdome, do pra@ice or uſe any of the ſaid Arts, Trades, Manufa- 
Fures,or drawing & ſpinning of Gold and Silver thred,other them * 
ſuch as ſhould be incorporated and aamitted into the Petitioners 
Society. Which Petition of theirs was ſeconded by a Petiti-- 
on of the Lord of Hoand; the Contents whereof followeth, 
To the Kings moſt excellent Majeſty : The bumble Petition of 
Henry Earle of Holland. $Shewing, That your Majeſty, ſome 
years ſince, did grant unto your Petitioner the power to re- 
gulate and govern the manufaures .of Gold and Silver + 
thred, with a Relation to a formergrant made unto him, of  .: 
your Majeſties exchange, was then thought fitteſt to be done : 
' by way of Licence or faculty 3 But that nothing being done 
upon that grant,which paſled no fu;ther then the privy Seal, 
your Petitioner conſidering the increaſe of the ſaid Trades, , | 
with the abuſes thereof, hath treated with the Gold Wyer- 

_ drawers, and findeth that the Reglement thereof by way of | 
incorporation, agreeth beſt with the nature of the buſineſle, 
and their defires : who humbly offer unto your Majeſty for + * 
your grace and goodnefle to them, in continuing of their-- ; 
Trades, and reducing the faine to Government, topay to 
your Majeſty, from Michaelmas next for ever, One thouſand | 
pounds per mum, and two pence upon every ounce of Bul- i 
loign & forraign Species, which ſhal be uſed by them i1 their ; ; 
manntfactures, for and towards the proviſion and araraans/» 
tion thereof, which offers they have been invited thereunto, 
by your Petitioners great labour and expences; he humbly 

tendreth to your Majeſties conſideration, with his hum. | 

ble ſuit that your Majeſty would be graciouſly pleaſed, in © | 
accompliſhment of your royal favour long fince intended to | 
him in this particuler, to grant to your Petitioner 'a Leaſe of | 
the ſaid thouſand pounds, and of the two pence for provi- | 
fion and importation of Bulloign as aforeſaid, for the term 
of oneand thirty years, from Michaelmas next; and your | 
Or Tere, Petitioner | 
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Petitioner will provide a Merchant or Merchants -who ſhall 
yearly ſerve the ſaid Cong with as much Bulloyne and 
Forreign ſpecies, as they [bal] uſe in their ſaid Trades, and 
after the ſaid one and thirty years ended, the whole Benefit 
of the Reſervations by the Pateat of Incorporation, will re- 
tham as a conſtant Revenue to your Majeſty and your Heirs 
for ever. And the Petitioner will ever pray for your Maje- 
. ſttes long life. Both wlach Petitions were referred to Mr. 
Attorney General to take into Conſideration, the Requeit of 
the Goldwyer-drawers3 and to hear the Councel and Agents 
of the Petitioners, and.to certifie his Majeſty whether rhe 
Corporation - deſired be a fit means to 1epulare the ſaid 
Trades, and upon what Conditions and Priviledges, the ſame 
*might hepaſled, for the beſt advantage of his Majelties Ser- 
vice, and the pubiique Good, © PT 
there obſerve, That the ſaid Corporation of the Wyer- 
drawers, and the powers thezeof in their Petition deſired 
would (if. granted) have ſuppreſled all the Refiners from the 
exerciſe of their ancient Trade, (except one or two whom 
they would have taken in to fine Gold and 5iIver to be uſed 
in their ſaid trades.) Now whilſt this Bufineſic of che Wyer- 
drawers-was agitating by them; with the p:rſons aforenamed 
There was one Henry Ockald did offer to ſell an Jugot of Sil- 


- ver,in weightabout three and forty Ounces, to Mr. Ra'ph La- 
' "theme Goldſmith in Cheapſide, who ſtayed the ſame upon ſuf- 


pition that it was not lawfuly come by, which Jugot was after- 
wards carried to the Maſter of the my ee moos, & the 
ſaid Ockald (examined by the Lord chief ſuſtice Richardſon ) 
aid, he was ſent by one Philps a brother in Law of his to ſell 
the ſame to Mr.Joby Wollafton in Foſter-Jane, to whom he had 
formerly ſold Spaziſh Silver, for another brother in Law of 
| hisone Jermin Honychnrch, Whereupon the ſaid Mr.#ol/aſto:: 
was alſo examined, and denied that he had any acquaintance 
_ with the ſaid Philips, or had formerly bought any —__ 
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him bur ſaid, thathe did ordinarily, buy Jugots, and other 


parcels of molten Gold and Silver, of Merchants and Guld--. 
{miths. Hereupon s. H. 4. encouraged the Gold(miths 


in Cheapfide, to Petition vhe King for a Remedy of their Grie- 


vances, and in caſe they would give a charge againſt the Re- - 


finers, he would further their Petition, which accordingly 
they did upon his encouragement, and 1a the firſt Article of 
that Petition ſet forth, Thet drvers perſons and trades-men, as 


well ix the City of London, and the ſuburbs thereof, as in divers 


other parts of the Kingdome, did dea! and intermedle in their ſaid 
trede, and the wares and commoditics ſoiely and properly appertai- 


 ningto it, which were never bred ner ſerved as Apprentices to the 


ſame, and ſundry Mercers and petty chapmen in the Country, did 


buy greet quantities of Plate, burnt-Silver, and other Goldſmiths 


commodities, and returned them to London to other tradeſmen, 
that they dealt withall, who (oldthe ſame againe to the Finers at 
their private houſes, whereby the Petitioners were not only hindred 


in their trade, but alſo the Commonwealth ſuffercd by it, in regard 


that by this means it was probable, that ſtoteu wares were bought 
and fol 
they were ſold in open Market. | 
[a the Second Article they complain, of Brokers lending 
morey upon Plate and other Goldſmiths Wares, which-hin- 
dred the finding out of ſtolen Goods. os a in ard 
In the Third Article they complain, that ſome inthe gle 


and new Exchange, &c. fold Goldſmiths wares, made of 


- 
- 


courſe Gold and Silver, &. 


. Andinthefoutth Article they complain, of divers of their 
own profeſhon, that diſperſt themſelves into feveral pangy, 


in and about the City, iblarged their Shops, and ingroficd 


almoſt all the whole trade, whereby the gengralic of the 


Company were exceedingly impoverithed, and then pray 


the King to prevent theſe inconveniences, touching heir ſazd 
trade, for the good of the Kingdome in general, and the Pe- ; 
ritioners in ſpecial, &c; | I Onlerve _* 
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Obſerve here, That as the Gold wyer-drawers would hav: 
the Refiners ſuppreſſed from ſelling: ſo theſe Petitioners would 
have them reſtrained from buying, which were both bard Petitions 

_ in thatreſpe@F,and had both their jucceſs accordingly. Upon this 
_ Petition, ſeconded with a Complaint of S.@.H.M.to the King aud 
63s Council, As 3s inſerted in the preamble of an Order thereupon 
made, which Order was to this effe&, That $. H. 1. ſhould go 
to Mr. Attorney General with his diſpoſitions, &c: . and that 
the, Goldſmiths ſhould likewiſe attend.the ſaid Mr. Attor- 
ney, With ſuch Informations as they had: or could recover 
by further inquiery, and that thereupon Mr. 4t:orzsy ſhould. 
proſecute in a lepall way, ſuch as he ſhould find. to he offen- 
ders (as well Goldſmiths as Refiners) and cauſe the Statute 
of 4. Henry 7th to be ſtritly put in Execution, and ſuch - 

courſe to be preſently taken,'-that the penalties. thereupon 
ſhould berecovered agairi{t ſuch, as were or ſhould be offen - 
| dersagainſt the faid Statute. 5heſe allegations being to weak, 
for Mr. Attorney to ground any information upon the ſaid S.H, M. 
procured a Commiſſion under the great Seal dated the Seventh 
day of April in the 11th -year of the ſaidKing for him ando- 
thers therein named; to enquire into the abuſes committed by 
Goldſmiths, Finers oi Gold and vilver, Diſzroffers of Gold 
and Silver, and by Wyer- drawers, Silkmen and others inthe 

| buying and ſelling of Gold and Silver, of and to divers per- 
ſons of ſeveral profeſſions, and in'not bringing the fame unto 

' - the Aden, Exchanges and Goldſmiths tor augmentation and a- 
mending of Coin and Plate, as they ought to have done, but 

' convert the ſame to the making of Silver thred, Spanples and 

_ Gaes, and ſuch like unneceflary things, and buying of Plate 
_ oft times ſtoln from-his Majeſtyand his Subjeds,cither in Spe-" 
 cie, or in Maſle molten, and for exporting of Gold and 51lver 
out of the Realm, by vertue of whith:Coxmi(/zo the ſaid 
8. H.- M. and other Commiſſzoners proceeded.in the Exami- 
- ation of many perſons of the ſeveral profeſſions aforeſaid, 


Or and 
WM | | EY 


L[T#] 

'and of their Servants, Workmen, and ſuch as bought and 

ſold with them, and did thereby and alſo by imploying his - 
Agents to buy fmall parcels, of fuch as were ſuſpeted to 
work and ſell courſe and fraudulent Wares,diſcover ſeveral 
parcels of Silver and Gold Lace, mingled with Copperand . 
made much worſe then the Standard, in the hands of feve- - 
ral Silkmen, and other courſe Silver-wyer caſt with a Core. - 


of Copper, which deceit had been praGtized by one Heyward 


a Refiner and one Gare (formerly a Silkman and afterwards 
turned) Wyer-drawer, and alſo courſe Spangles and Plate in 
_ the hands of Spangle-makersz yet amongſt the maltitude 
of his and their Examinations, they neither did nor could 
diſcover any Refiner to have bought any ſtolen Plate ia Spe- 
cieor Molten into Maſle,or otherwiſe ; or any of the currant 
money of the Kingdom melted down, or any Gold or Silver 
tranſported beyond the Seas, or any Silver ſold by them 


 worlſethen Standard, or _y other fraudulent and deceitful 
om. anyof the particu 


rs mentioned in his Comiljzon, 
- practiſed by any of the Refiners, excepting the aforeſaid de-, 
ceit committed by the ſaid Heyward; but onely that they had. 
bought quantities of Silver and Gold, in their own houſes, of. 
Merchants and Goldſmiths at the currant prices of the mar-. 
ket 3 part whereof they had refined, and fold to Geldwyer- 
' drawers, (which timeout of mind was their proper trade)to 
beufed in the aforeſaid manufactures, and :allowed-to be 
worn by the King, Nobility, and Gentry of the Nation, and 
ther part thereof they fitted and ſold to the Plate working 
Goldſmiths, for making of Plate, and to the Minte for ma= 
king of moneys; And about thetime wherein all the parti- 
culars afore mentioned were tranſacting, one Mr. Thomas © 
Violet (a (hop keeping Goldſmith in Lumbardſtreet) was ap- 
prehendedand imprifened by warrant from Secretary Cook. | 
_ for tranſporting quantities of Gold beyond the Seas; who  ; 
being examined beforea _ of the Exchequer did (firſt 
Ls ab wy _—_—— — 
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_, deny, biit afterwards) canfeſle the ſaid offence; and in 
order le procurigg of -his pardon for the ſame, - did not © 
only diſburſe gre, 

ver twenty other perfons to Deane of fome or other of the 


e great ſumms of money,but alſo engaged to dilco-" 


fences mentioned in the aforeſ; 


Commiſſion, and to: 


| Profecute them 3» the $rar-Chambey to a-conviction, that the 


King might bave their Fines ; arid for the effeing thereof. - 
- drew a- Bill, which ' was exhibited in the ſaid Cowrt in the 
. name of the then Attorney General; in which Biff were inſer- 
ted the names of divers Merchants, Goldfmiths. and Refi- 
ners, and thereupon, and by vertue ofa warrant from Secre- 
= Cook, a Purievant was imployed, who did apprehend. 
: a mn riſon the perfons, and ſeize the Books and papers of 
erall Me 
Wellafton was one, whoſe' Counting-houſe and Study was 
ſealed up, and his perfon impriſoned ſeveral days; and'be- 
_ fore he-could be releaſed, was conſtrained to enter into a 
Bond of five thouſand pounds penalty, t 
7] Councel-board at three dayes warning.In the proſecution of 


Merchants atid Trades men , whereof Sir J-bz 


to appear at the 


_*which bufineſs,the ſaid Mr.Yjolet became ſoattive & dexte- 
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rious, that a ſtop was put to the Gold Wyer-drawers Corpo- 


ration, and to.S,H,M. his further proceedings upon his Com- 


miſſion 3 and another way reſo/ved upox for the Regulating of 
| the Tradesof Refiners and Gold Wyer- drawers, and for the | 
raiſing and impoſing. of fix pence an ounce upon all Gold 
_ and Silver Wyer, that ſheuld be uſed in the aforeſaid manu- 


faitures : ' And ' for the effeting thereof, the ſaid Sir Johx 


Wollafton and Alderman GibeRefiners, and many of the Gold 


Wyer-drawers , were fumimoned to the Councel-Table z 


By and there the Kzzg demanded, whether they wou!d-volun« 


tirily ſabmit to the payment of the ſaid fix pence, and fuch 
furcher Regulation of their Trades as he ſhould appoint for 


S the future 3 but none of the perſons, neither Refiners nor 
| Gold Wyer-qdrawers, then preſent, yielded thereunto 3 Le 


ſome of them alledged, that it. was a greater impoſition 
thenthe commodity would bears and one of the Wyer- 
drawers anſwered, that they. would ſubmit to the Laws. 
Yet the Xizg to make a further tryal, ſaid, thoſe that will ſub- 
- mit, go to my right hand; and thoſe that will not, go to wy left; 
_ -and again faid,the ſheep to my right hand,and the goats to the left; 
but neither the Refiners nor Gold Wyer-drawers ſtirred 
- from their places, neither did the ſaid Sir Johnwollaſton qr - 
Alderman Gibs, offer either fix pence, or any other Taxeto 
be impoſed upon the ſaid commodity, and ſo they were 
_-difmiſled. And ſhortly.after the ſaid Refiners were attached - 
by a Purſevant,and to avoid impriſonment were conſtrained 
to enter into Boxds of five hundred pounds a piece, to defift 
from the exerciſe of their Trade till further Order z and ſoon 
after, the Refiners and Gold Wyer-drawers were often 
ſummoned to the Attorney General's Chamber, and once or 
twice ſome of the Silk-men were ſummoned thither alfo, 
before Sir John Baxkes the ſaid Attorney General,and the Kings 
Sollicitor, Litleton, Mr. Sergeant Whitfie!d, and others of my 
Lord of Hollaxd's Councel, & S.H. 2. and ſeveral other Com- 
_ miſſioners, whereby oiten debates with the Refiners and the 
Gold Wyer-drawers, and Silk-men {when they were there) 
the ſaid Commiſſzeners learned how to driw a Proclamation, 
Commilſion, and Inſ{rnitions, and the Finers Indentire of Cove» 
ants, all which wereſuidenly after put in executions And a 
Proclamation: bearing &ite the eizhjeenth of January , .iz the 
eleventh yeare of King Charles was proclaimed by which: it 
was commanded, 7 hat »9 Finer, Coldſaiith, A:erchavt or others, . 
| Phowld thereafter ſell any fine Siluer,or other Silver, to any perſon or | 
fer ſonr., tobe wed and imployed,it any o; the many[afinres before | 
mentioned, other ther ſnob as ſhorld be atiowed by his Majeſties | 
Commiſſioners; avid that: io perfor or perfons , other then | 
Jmth' as (pouid be . aliowed by the ſaid Commiſſioners ſhonld | 
be admitted \to makg- or caufe- t0'-be made any of the aforeſaid | 
T | Ba __*.__ Manufa- | 
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\  ManufaQures, with divers other reſtriftions mentioned more 
_atlarge in the ſaid Proclamation; .. And a Commiſſion was like- 

_ "wiſe iſſued on't por the fix and twenticth day of January, in 

. the eleventh year of the ſaid late King, unto divers Lords of the 

|  Conncel), and the perfons before named, ard the Lord Mayor of 


London, the Mi(ters of tht Requeſts chief Officers of the Minte,Sir © 


. (William Becher Clark of the Councel, ſeveral Aldermen of Lon- 
don, John Williams, Eſq; formerly the King's Goldſmith, and 
Others, witir power and authority to them or any foxr of them, 
| to ſeethe ſeveral clauſes mentioned in; the ſaid Proclamation, 
andthe ſeveral Articles of Teſirution,. given under the /igne 
 manuell -of the faid late King, bearing - the nineteenth day 
_ of January, in the ſaideleventh year of his Reign, put in due - 
execution 3 which inſtructions did conſiſt of nineteen feve- 
Tall Articles or Ordinances, for the Regulating of the buying, 


_ Telling, and-working of the ſaid manufattures.. And all the 


 faid Gold Wyer-drawers and other perſons admitted to buy - 
Silver or Gold, for the making of any the ſaid manufaQures; 
were cauſed to-enter into Bond to obſerve the ſaid particu- 
lars, mentioned in the ſaid Proclamation, Orders and Inftruiti- 
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ons, and to pay the any of fix pence for every ounce of 


Silver and Gold that they bought and uſed inthe ſaid manu- 

_ aCtures. Andall the Refiners, being eight in number, who 
uſed the Trade of buying and ſelling. of Silver as aforeſaid, 
 wereenjoyned to ſeal-an Indenture dated the ſeventh day of 
| May, z# the twelfth year of the ſaidlute King, which was deli- 
vera unto them by the Kings Attorney General, conteining 


' divers Covenants and Reſtraints contrary to the Freedome 


| and Libertythemſelves and theirpredeceſſors before, and. 


; their ſucceſlors fince, did and do enjoy, as Freemen of the City. 


i of London, and members of the Company of Goldſmiths: . In 


| which ſaid Indenture every of the ſaid Eight Refiners: were 


| Proportioned, how ev Lacie the whole quantity of Gold. 


© and Silver they ſhould farniſh the office withall, according to 
rhe EE | their 
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- theit apprehenfions of their ability, as they gaveit in under | 
- their hands, and they were enjoyned by the Covenants of the = 
ſaid Indemture, to bring all Gold and Silver by them providedFor 


theſe of the manuſu@ures, to the place appointed by the Conemiſ- 
foners, and thereto ſellthe ſame, and at no other place; nor to ſell 
to any,but ſuch perſons as were allowed by the Commiſſroners to buy 
the ſame, and would pay the duties of fix pence the ounce impoſed 
as above [aid : And 1 / 


their Silver was to be aſſayed by ſuch per 

ſons as the King ſhould\appoint ; neither pere they to ſell the ſam 
but at ſuch prizes as in the ſaid Indenture was limited and ex- 
Freſed; which waslefle by a penny in an ounce at 'the leaſt, 
then they conſtantly fold for at their own houſes, when 
they were at liberty 3 nor might they refine any -old broken - 
Srlver, plate or Bulloign of the Kingdom, (as formerly it was 
free for them and their predeceſſors to do) but to make ule 
of forraigne Bullozgne onely, which enforced them'to. keepe 
double ſtocks to buy the ſame, at ſuch particuler times as 
the Merchants brought it in atz and further, they were en- 
forced to pay a great rent for the place where the Office was 

_ kept, and to maintain'ſeveral Clarks' extraordinary-for the 
ſale of their Silver and Gold, both which coft then at leaſti 
three hundred pounds per annum; whereas before by , 
bought and ſold at- their own houſes, and thereby ſaved ' 
all that charge. Andin the ſaid Indexrture the King granted - 
unto them liberty to fell ſo much Gold and Silver as _ wrniſh - 


the buyers, to be uſed inthe ſaid nranufaFures, not exceeding. an * 
hundred thouſand pounds a year, with a non obſtanite, the Statute 
xj any the ſeventh, and the Proclamation of tertio Caroli, and © 

eclared, That during the time of ſeven years, he would not grant 


any Licenſe to any other perſon to ſerve the ſaid manufaures, . ' 
but unto ſuch as ſhould have ſerved as Apprentices to the "Ford E-- 
Trade of a Refiner, as the aforeſaid Refiners had dove. Which * 
laid Indenture of Covenants whereinevery of the ſaid Refi- _ 
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" ner was tindtofurnith ſuch parts and proportions as afore- 


aid, continued in force. but one yeare and eight months, 
and then.it. was farrendred, *andevery of the ſaid Finers 
Tt ON, to ſell AS much Oo hs own Silver and 


- ants belore ſpecified. . 


 - Where obſerve, That none of the ſaid Covenants, nor any 


auher AQ of the Refigers, nor any grant or Licenſe from the 


Kizy to thems, thercia: contained, did lay any reſtraint upon 
_ AtypColdjarath from ſe//ing, or, Gold Wyerdrawers or others from 


| baying, any Hilver or Gold. for the uſe of the ſaid manufh< | 


. Co 


: oe ng other uſe, which was lawful for them to do by 
But what. reſtraint there was it-was contained in the Procla- 
metion, Commilſion and inſtruions,and the execution thereof, 


and fo was adjudged by the gravd Committee of Parliament; 
neither were the Refiners the propoſers of them, or any of . 


them, as by an Order of the King.and the Lord; of the Councel, 
dated the eighteenth of March, 1639. (amongſt other things) 
it did appear, part wheveof foloweth in theſe words, viz, - 


= uid, toallſuch perſonsas were allowed to buy | 
 Uhieſame, but ſtilluader the reſtraint of the reft of the Cove- 


er of the City, or the Company of Goldſmiths: 


*P 


grew upon the. ſeverall Petitions. of the. Gold wyer= 


— 
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N D: whereas it was informed, to bis Majeſty 
N 47 the Board, tbat the Refiners were” reported, 
by the Wyerdrawerrs, ta have been the propoſers to bis. 
Majefty of this mauner of regulation, for their own 


private Lucre. It was declared by bz Majeſty and. . 


their Lordſhip, that the ſaid Regulattoz was nat pro= 
poſed by the Refaners, nor any of them, hut .arigitzally: 


drawers, who complaining to his Majeſty for want of, 
Government in their Trades, made ſuit, tq be incarpox, _ 
rated, with tender to þzs Majeſty of One thouſaid- 


pounds per annum, 7» lieu of bis Cuftorres, and two 


þence per ounce, for ſuch forraign Bulloign as ſhould 


be uſed by them, over and above the currant price of 
the Merchants. Newertheleſs, his Ma jefty being it. - 


formed of many falſities praftiſed by the workers in 
that trade,did not think, 


fit to intruſt it in their bands. 
But after ſundry debates and Conſultations touching 
that buſineſſe, his Majeſty did dere& the ſame to be 
managed by Commiſſion, according to inftractions, 
conceived by advice of his privy Councel, and 


aſſugned theſe Refiners for the Refining and ſelling of 
_ all ſuch Gold and Silwer ae ſpould be uſed in the ſaid 


. manufatiures, 


mansfoBures, by perſons allowed to buy end work, the 


ſame. 


Ar the making of which Order alare was pre ſent, 
The Kings Majeſty. g = P 
Lord Ar. Bp, of Cant. Lord Chamberlain, 
| Lord Keeper,” | Falof Dorſet. 
Lord Treaſuxer. | __. Earlof Holland: | 
Lord Privy:Seal.:'--- | Lord. Goring, - 
_ Eord Duke of — Lord Cortington, 
Lord Mar, Hamilton, | | Lord Newburgh. 
_ Farl Marſhall, | © Mr. Treaſurer. 


7 Lord _ Admiral, Mr, Comptroller. EC 


-, Mr. Secretary W — 
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And wichſtqnd al ie fnpof njogrand d 
upant ornich Rong Rely is Eg orth, ark there ai | 
opapehe ft rl ns A there were many endeavours uſed, and. 
BREW propoſitions madeby ſome of the Goldwyer-drawersand | 
others, ;and were mpch countenanced by ſome of the Com: | 
wOeE', to-put the Refipers by their Tradey, and tobring 1 ; 
' thoſe ar get over were Apprenticesto the ſames, beg Shall 
ww d goed Ser far the ſervice of the ſaid many | 
Sure s ed exeby the ſaid Sir Joby Holyſtor and Alders 
rhe {eepac men Jas; chan "pop the ; 
{ Fa AVE. ng th Jawe things. 1p. 1 
| coy which pow thy the King had d Licenſed 
hem to do. Theſenſe andappxehenſi JE which danger, | 
f: x the-faj 15s rol -and AgdergranGibs, tohap 


bair pardons taingd from the-: King 
&lp and, prputemene * If Wilbam j; 7 . "wp 
Parpgs 85 cquaged onely a diſcharge . nh E nk Se 


b relſed;inthat ald St ice arepl Jeventh 
yer..gnd Gold for the vc, of HE, nan =— ho 
oieptioned, ang for huying and ive 0 &; Iver .2t Kiger 
poor wo pkvs br” mpsdewer th 


flor, = Hlderman og be —_ 
Kg] Cent Grape 3ZEg704;3 anfl 1{their ſaid pare 
hey, would net. ſo.mych-as.acitly ailmit,or 
wz0-he guilty, of.any of the crimes tht were. ſo.much * 
fedagainfithem in.the ſaid Fill, and at ,the Conntelt= - 
2 they Nid pazticularly. cauſe to be. excaptedomt of the. 
jo dperdexs the ruling and melting of Silver Moneys, the tranſe 
hardinegief: Gold eneaSruer avt of thinfealtn, intothepartiibiyend 
the $645, ,the buging of Plate flolen fromthe King, or any of bis © 
Ou 6v7 the ſelling of <a eit Silver. a other Sifver worfe 


in 
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iefintrthenzbt Sranderd, and immedilitely hffer theſe p\r- 
dons wete obtained, there wasa ceſfation of all ſuch: poſs - 


_ bioncontrivedagainſt them as aforeſaid, only they continued: 
WM weder th: bur4:n of th:ir Covtnants, uatill the begianing' of: 
the Partizazort, ' in Ar) 16 yo. and: thih il -the'Refiners' 


Petitioned againſt rhe'fard Coptrlnts; and 'obttined a hea'* 
ring, the ſecond caufe thit was heard, befare'the Grand Com 
mittee in the then Houſe of Commins;/ wherein they ſer forth 
how they had been reſtrained from the free exerciſe: of their 
Frade, and proſecuted (ir an illegal manner} by $4.44 his 
Commiſion,” and! ly the ſaid mY it thte'StH2r-Chember; - At: 
which hearing the Gold: Wyer-dtawers(who' had /alfo Pe- 


titioned againſt' the ſaid- Regulation) were fully heard: 


_ tobe free from the creetion aud execution theresf, and ſo the 


feveral dayes by their Coundel what they -could ' obje& 


: one theRefinersand Commiliioners, and upbnfullcon- 


deration taken 'of -the' whole matter; the ſaid: Committee 


voted the ſaid Regu'ation tobea Monopoiy, and; the Refinets 


Refiners and Gold- Wyer-drawers becarhe free to exerciſe 
their Tradesas formerly 3 And'Sir Jobs» Wollxftox allo con- 


tinuee his imploy ment of meking Gbld and Sflver that -was = 
coyred 1n the A4imte, without the hearing of: any the keaft 


complaint made againſt him' to the Ki#g for fo doing, or 


any examination of any of -the Officers of the- Minte concer-.- 


| ninghim, much eſſe of any anger the King ſhould? conceive 


againſt him,” or any «cconnt that he feared to be called unto 


 fortheſame, the 'imployment being indeed as inconſide- 


% 
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rable as it was eſteemed in the-eye of the world, which 
twenty years before he had been intreated to take apon him, . 


by Sir Edeard Villers then” Mefter worker of: the moneys, tit! 


..) theSollicitation of Mr. 4uthoxy Morley, And after theſaid 
| 8ir Edward left: that Office, then by Sir Randolph Cranfield 


the ſucceeding Maſter worker, both which had an: allowance 


from. 
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nan: Ir INIELY. YEArs 
and upwards; in many of which ,yeares the a oreſaid 


| allowance of two pence out of every pound weight of 
Silver did not amount to thirty pounds per awnur, And 
the allowance :of all the ſaid years being put together 
doth not: amount. to above, nine hundred ;twenty - 
ounds per anmwes 3 outof whichis to be dedutted all the | + 
Elver waſted in the melting, which men. of experience 
an that buſineſſe do well know, will amount tolittle lefle 
_ then the whole allowance ;. and add to this, the charge of 
maintaining fuch a number of Servants, as were neceſſary. . : 
| 1odiſcharge and perform the labour, Jil, and truſt, of - 
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"ment, 
the Kemaitiesw ill ap t th: © Por? "Nil 
'terable, toWwarls he makivig of 9 
2 Haderman.- By which it prune the Relftion concern 


== aBdoke of his lacly publiſhed, * 'to:.be'ay (true as T. 
| Hisexpreffion, What A 


 Common-wealth. Whereas it is : falficiently 
he {till continueth : Alderman of nord and in Com- 
miſſion of the' Peace, both. in .Lowdon and Middleſex. 
And like uno that ſrandatous ftoty that'in the ſaid Book 
together, : with many falſe afſerſjons of 
his own dev! 

chat Alderman Gibs made a contra with Mr. Eman, - 

"the ſaid Mir. Violer's Maſter, for thirty thouſznd pounds | 
_ "of Heavy (hillings, fix. 'pentes and, halfe. crownes, 

which the'ſaid Mr. Frolet there farth, he Uetivergd with- . 
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ſich (b/ painkil ant fixzardbis i: bullheMeZbadſſdesithe 


od of afl le Hy zppencd K cifutfltles; jor 


tiojer were very and Yhat thi ſaid Maſter 
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are fo watte and 
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I SW, AS Wy | FLAG and is be- 
a id be Telſe then was pr ro Mr #644 Refiner, 
predeceflor to the ſaid Sit Joh Wollefton jh that imploy- 


Afl which bein duety confidert 


edand defaſites, 
I6 and inconfi- 
"Jobs" Wollafton Þ 


this Buſiheſſe inade by Mir. 7howas Holet aforementio 


erian Wallaſton, bath been to the 
«5000 that "makes bins Wnca pable'to beer Offile in the 


MA coy that 


he patcheth vj 
"to make it ſeetn : a tore probable, 


His owhe hand, and 'cotitraditerh Finfelfe it the fame 
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 Gom Maſter 


Pago ſaying, that Alderman, qibhe; mould aver 
altered and melted into Ingots ' without; fraud 5 
notwithſtatding which bargains; he. nut; in every: 
Ingot | ſo 'much: Copper which was about a far-. 


_ thing the ounce, for 'his Maſters profit, at ſeverall 


times within foure yeares,” which Alderman Gibb, 
hath paid for to histhe ſaid Yioler's Maſter, after the 
price of good Silver, . as. came to above an-hun>. 
dred- and forty poundes. Sterlixg. As if he could 


ſo ignorant ,: and; carcleſſe in' his profeſſion, ; as 
to be-ſo _cozened foure yeares together z when as 
he; confelſeth in another place -of his Booke ,. that 

the ſaid Alderman Gibbs had a paire of aflay Baj- 
lance in his Cloſet, whereby be could and 'did 


Standard piece, 'and alſo he and all other Gold- 
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make the world believe that Alderman Gibbs was - 


make afllayes of his Maſter Emgz's Silver With the © 


ſmiths might and 'did. commonly mike uſe. of . 


the Ally Maſter :at- Goldſmiths-Hall, whole Offide ; 


t:was'to make aflayes- upon Qath, without any . . 


valew to balfe a farthing in every.ounce;: Which 
ſmiths gaine by the Silver thagaahicy bought afd. 
folde one to - andther.. | And the. Mana 


| and 


 cbarge:to the owner, which within two, houres -: 
after ©-wasſentto him, would and commonly 4d, - - 
' retume the report: under his hand of - the-trae 


| is oftentimes more then the Refiners and Golds : 
trot * 1s a .. x" 
" . tae. inahnex' of this 
 Ingors which contained nar the worth: of 2 thaee...,. 
| pence, and was the conſtant courſe of all Refiners, -}. 
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| wo | 
-and-Goldſmiths, that bought and ſold one;withano- 
ther, to bargaine far all Silver [chat ''was'' melted 


| Into TInpots, :at ſo much an ounce Starling, and to. 


be adjudged of the goodnefle by the afſay- Maſters 
report, and. accordingly 'to-' allow or 'abate, as-it 
was better or worſe manifeſted'/by the afſay-Maſters 
reportz and therefore ſuch a-bargaine as aforeſaid, 
would have beene hſclefſe and ridiculous ; for by the 
ſame reaſon''that he ſaith the ſaid Alderman was 
cozened to the value of. an hundred and forty 
poundes, . kee: might have beene cozened five times 


as much. ©: | 


| ©  -. Beſides, many othen Fllfitics in the ſaid Maſter 


Violets Booke concerning = Wollaftlon and 
; Alderman Gibbs being the projettors and  Authours.. 

of a Monopoly ; and the ofing: all his: indeavoures 
to 'keepe Sir Joby Wollafton from _ indifted 
upon high crimes and offences, 'and making them 
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 foldetothem, and their preſſing the Commiſſionres 


{ to cauſe ſearches! and ſeizares of-ſach'Wyer-draw- 
ers Silver, as did not buy of them, 2nd neither doth 
( nor can inſtance in any one particular. And the 


} - diſgracefull tearmes he puts upon them- in calling 


| | ,hbecd® other antrarhes Wii themſelves, being compared 


of all that know the life and converſation, the- faire 


eeme the opprefiors of the reſt of their profeſſion, 
In their ſhares commend in the-firſt Indenture, and © _ 
the Gold- Wyer-drawers in their prizes of Siver, &c: 


them the Kings ſheep-biters:, and multitudes of 


with what hath beene here truly related, by a 
; perſon that was perfetly knowing of al] thetranſa- 
F ions of the former proceedings, and the teſtimony 


_ 
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and upright dealing of Sir Jobn Welleftes and Alder-. 
aan Ng and the c=T and Loi Fro of the 
faid Mr. Violet, will neede no further manifeſtation 
of their innocency, and ofhis malice , ſhewed in his 


| ſaid Booke, then whatis herein expreſſed and de- | 


clared, 
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